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Even though politicians don’t control the weather, voters
punish them for the damage it causes. But analyzing all county­level election results for incumbent governors and
presidents from 1970 to 2006 also shows that this punishment is dwarfed by the reward for taking action.
In my study with Professor John Gasper of Carnegie Mellon at Doha, published last year in the American Journal of
Political Science, we examined countywide damage caused by natural disasters in the three months preceding
elections. When a governor requested aid and a president approved it, presidents received a half­point increase in
their county vote share while governors saw a four­point bump.
Hurricane Sandy was unprecedented because it was so destructive and occurred so close to Election Day, which
makes its political impact difficult to predict. The impact on state and local elections may take time to discern, but it is
clear that Sandy put the brakes on a Romney campaign that had been gaining momentum and thrust President
Obama into a leadership role. Actions the president took and images he created will help determine how voter
emotions about Sandy are expressed in the voting booth on Tuesday.
Why are politicians rewarded for natural disasters? Hurricanes, tornadoes, fires and other calamities are pop quizzes
in leadership. While voters switch channels to avoid the millions of dollars’ worth of political ads late in a campaign,
in a crisis they tune in for information from mayors, governors and presidents. They seek guidance, assurance that
help is on the way and comforting empathy.
Sometimes, they find a proverbial knight in shining armor. When Hurricane Betsy struck New Orleans in 1965, the
city’s mayor in a U.S. Army “duck boat” rescued at least one citizen stranded on her roof. But leaders sometimes fail
the test, as in 1979 when Chicago Mayor Michael Bilandic so badly handled a snowstorm that he lost the Democratic
primary to Jane Byrne’s insurgent campaign. And recall that President George W. Bush, in his final press
conference, was still addressing questions about the federal response to Hurricane Katrina.
With Sandy, President Obama seems to have at least passed the test. He acted swiftly by issuing emergency
declarations to several states before the storm made landfall. In the days after the storm he toured disaster areas,
received briefings from officials and comforted voters. In storm­ravaged Brigantine, New Jersey, touring with
Governor Chris Christie, the president was seen comforting tearful citizen Donna Vanzant – creating an emotional
video of a man often accused of being cold and aloof personally connecting with a victim to assure her she’d get the
help she needed.
So what will Obama’s reward be? Our study found a modest effect of a typical disaster declaration by a president.
But most natural disasters are local in impact. Sandy is a national story, so citizens across the country see the
powerful images, which could magnify support. Eventually, many of those affected will receive monetary assistance,
but this will occur well after Tuesday. Based on history, the bounce for the incumbent will likely be less than two
points.
The politics of Sandy display both the virtue and vice of democracy. Voters hold the president more accountable for
his response than for a weather system beyond his control. At the same time, Governor Romney and President
Obama have been mostly silent on climate change, a leading suspect in the cause of the calamitous weather of our
21st century. As other research has shown, forgoing short­term gain for long­term benefit is not a task at which we
humans excel. Although this is exactly the task at hand, leaders are unlikely to do it unless an engaged electorate
supports them.
PHOTO: U.S. President Barack Obama hugs North Point Marina owner Donna Vanzant as he tours damage done
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by Hurricane Sandy in Brigantine, New Jersey, October 31, 2012. REUTERS/Larry Downing

« Previous Post
It’s the (lack of) unity, stupid!
Next Post »
Can Obama fire up younger voters?

 (?)

4 Of The Best Credit Cards For Consolidating
Debt  NerdWallet

Learn from industry experts as they discuss
midyear investing ideas.  Fidelity InsideOut

The 7 Most Amazing Credit Cards If You Have
Excellent Credit  Next Advisor

CDs and short duration bonds: Get more
yield on your cash.  Fidelity Investments

Don't Let Wall Street Rip You Off, Put Your
Savings in a CD  Banks.org

Sponsored Financial Content

PODCAST: THE AK­47, A WEAPON SO
SIMPLE, EVEN A CHILD CAN USE IT –
AND THEY DO

By Jason Fields

THE CORBYN­ITE MANEUVER

By John Lloyd

POPE­ONOMICS: FRANCIS’ KEYS TO A
BETTER ECONOMY – AND WORLD

By Nathan Schneider

More From Reuters

West Virginia engineer proves to be a David
to VW's Goliath  | 23 Sep

Factbox: Diesel engines and how VW's
'defeat device' worked  | 21 Sep

Meet the angriest man running for president
– no it’s not Trump  | 15 Sep

Might as well butter him, Trump is toast 
| 18 Sep

U.S. Air Force cites 'alarming' Russian
strides in air power  | 14 Sep

From The Web by TaboolaSponsored Links

BusinessLoans.com
LendingTree Popdust by Tasting Room

Grammarly Comparisons.org The Motley Fool

Looking for a Business Loan? 3 Banks Introduce New Cards
Paying Unusually High Miles P…

Why You Should Rejoice About
the Netflix of Wine

New Grammar App Can Help You
Succeed at Work

Brilliant Mortgage Payoff Method
Has Banks On Edge

4 in 5 Americans Are Ignoring
Buffett's Warning

J U S T  F O U N D
AT KAYAK.COM

AMERICAS BEST VALUE INN ... $121

LA QUINTA INN & SUITES ST.... $89

DAYS INN ST. LOUIS NORTH $72

RECOMMENDED VIDEO

Russia faces $12 billion asset freeze

China's iFake 6S out before the real deal

http://www.reuters.com/video/2015/09/23/russia-faces-12-billion-asset-freeze?videoId=365693299
http://comparisons.org/homeowners-act-now-to-refinance-your-home-before-rates-rise.php?aff=1169&sub=refi_desk_network&utm_medium=reuters-reuters
http://comparisons.org/homeowners-act-now-to-refinance-your-home-before-rates-rise.php?aff=1169&sub=refi_desk_network&utm_medium=reuters-reuters
http://www.reuters.com/video/2015/09/23/russia-faces-12-billion-asset-freeze?videoId=365693299
https://www.businessloans.com/article/which-business-loan-makes-the-most-sense-for-your-business/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=ppc
http://www.fool.com/mms/mark/buffett-4in5-carrier-t/
http://www.dianomi.com/click.epl?pn=5802&offer=1523418&ad=4325&savid=10924&campaign=6727&said=1734&adv=3039&unique_id=VgSmrMCoyKgAAEaTjFcAAAAN&psa=933440629&smartreferer=http%3A%2F%2Fblogs%2Ereuters%2Ecom%2Fgreat%2Ddebate%2F2012%2F11%2F05%2Fhow%2Ddisasters%2Dchange%2Delections%2F
http://blogs.reuters.com/great-debate/2012/11/05/its-the-lack-of-unity-stupid/
http://blogs.reuters.com/great-debate/2015/09/23/podcast-the-ak-47-a-weapon-so-simple-even-a-child-can-use-it-and-they-do/
http://blogs.reuters.com/great-debate/2012/11/05/can-obama-fire-up-younger-voters/
http://www.dianomi.com/cms/register-interest/?utm_source=network&utm_medium=smartad_sponsor_link
http://blogs.reuters.com/great-debate/2015/09/23/podcast-the-ak-47-a-weapon-so-simple-even-a-child-can-use-it-and-they-do/
http://www.reuters.com/video/2015/09/24/chinas-ifake-6s-out-before-the-real-deal?videoId=365706338
http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=reuters-reuters&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=thumbs-2r:below-main-column:
http://popdust.com/2015/03/30/lot18s-tasting-room-giving-liquor-stores-run-money/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://blogs.reuters.com/great-debate/2015/09/15/meet-the-angriest-man-running-for-president-no-its-not-trump/
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/09/23/us-usa-volkswagen-researchers-idUSKCN0RM2D720150923
http://www.grammarly.com/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=professionals_desktop&utm_term=reuters-reuters
http://blogs.reuters.com/great-debate/2015/09/23/pope-onomics-francis-keys-to-a-better-economy-and-world/
https://www.businessloans.com/article/which-business-loan-makes-the-most-sense-for-your-business/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=ppc
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/09/14/us-usa-military-russia-idUSKCN0RE2DO20150914
http://blogs.reuters.com/great-debate/2015/09/23/the-corbyn-ite-maneuver/
http://blogs.reuters.com/great-debate/2015/09/23/the-corbyn-ite-maneuver/
http://www.grammarly.com/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=professionals_desktop&utm_term=reuters-reuters
http://www.dianomi.com/click.epl?pn=5583&offer=1439512&ad=4034&savid=10049&campaign=6727&said=1734&adv=3039&unique_id=VgSmrMCoyKgAAEaTjFcAAAAN&psa=932922272&smartreferer=http%3A%2F%2Fblogs%2Ereuters%2Ecom%2Fgreat%2Ddebate%2F2012%2F11%2F05%2Fhow%2Ddisasters%2Dchange%2Delections%2F
http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=reuters-reuters&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=thumbs-2r:below-main-column:
http://blogs.reuters.com/great-debate/2015/09/23/pope-onomics-francis-keys-to-a-better-economy-and-world/
http://www.reuters.com/video/2015/09/24/chinas-ifake-6s-out-before-the-real-deal?videoId=365706338
http://www.reuters.com/video/2015/09/24/why-vw-scandal-could-spell-death-of-dies?videoId=365712302
https://www.lendingtree.com/info/ultra-high-paying-miles-rewards-cards?esourceid=6181076&cchannel=display&csource=taboola&cname=3BanksIntroduceNewCardsPayingUnusuallyHighMilesPerDollar
http://popdust.com/2015/03/30/lot18s-tasting-room-giving-liquor-stores-run-money/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://www.lendingtree.com/info/ultra-high-paying-miles-rewards-cards?esourceid=6181076&cchannel=display&csource=taboola&cname=3BanksIntroduceNewCardsPayingUnusuallyHighMilesPerDollar
http://www.dianomi.com/click.epl?pn=4594&offer=1095985&ad=3223&savid=8593&campaign=6727&said=1734&adv=3039&unique_id=VgSmrMCoyKgAAEaTjFcAAAAN&psa=930358714&smartreferer=http%3A%2F%2Fblogs%2Ereuters%2Ecom%2Fgreat%2Ddebate%2F2012%2F11%2F05%2Fhow%2Ddisasters%2Dchange%2Delections%2F
http://www.fool.com/mms/mark/buffett-4in5-carrier-t/
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/09/21/us-usa-volkswagen-diesel-factbox-idUSKCN0RL2AB20150921
http://www.dianomi.com/click.epl?pn=5679&offer=1477888&ad=4167&savid=10441&campaign=6727&said=1734&adv=3039&unique_id=VgSmrMCoyKgAAEaTjFcAAAAN&psa=933151405&smartreferer=http%3A%2F%2Fblogs%2Ereuters%2Ecom%2Fgreat%2Ddebate%2F2012%2F11%2F05%2Fhow%2Ddisasters%2Dchange%2Delections%2F
http://www.dianomi.com/click.epl?pn=6236&offer=1663736&ad=4857&savid=12099&campaign=6727&said=1734&adv=3039&unique_id=VgSmrMCoyKgAAEaTjFcAAAAN&psa=934254708&smartreferer=http%3A%2F%2Fblogs%2Ereuters%2Ecom%2Fgreat%2Ddebate%2F2012%2F11%2F05%2Fhow%2Ddisasters%2Dchange%2Delections%2F
http://blogs.reuters.com/great-debate/2015/09/18/fresh-out-of-an-oven-of-his-own-making-trump-is-toast/
http://www.dianomi.com/cms/register-interest/?utm_source=network&utm_medium=smartad_sponsor_link


9/24/2015 How disasters change elections

http://blogs.reuters.com/great-debate/2012/11/05/how-disasters-change-elections/ 3/4

No comments so far

Dec 5, 2014
1:14 pm UTC

Wildblue internet
Thanks to my roommate who told me regarding this web site, this weblog is genuinely
remarkable.

Posted by Exede Crescent | Report as abusive

Submit Comment

We welcome comments that advance the story through relevant opinion, anecdotes, links and data. If you see a
comment that you believe is irrelevant or inappropriate, you can flag it to our editors by using the report abuse links.
Views expressed in the comments do not represent those of Reuters. For more information on our comment policy,
see http://blogs.reuters.com/fulldisclosure/2010/09/27/toward­a­more­thoughtful­conversation­on­stories/

 (?)

A case for stocks now; why they could still
climb despite high prices.  Fidelity Investments

Hear expert insights on what's ahead on the
financial horizon.  Fidelity InsideOut

7 Outrageous Credit Cards For Those Of Us
That Have Excellent Credit  Next Advisor

The 7 Most Amazing Credit Cards If You Have
Excellent Credit  Next Advisor

Ridiculous Credit Cards Offering 0% Interest
Until 2017  Next Advisor

Sponsored Financial Content

MORE REUTERS NEWS

Friday, 25 September 2015, 1:14 am

FED'S YELLEN RESUMES SCHEDULE
AFTER STRUGGLING TO FINISH SPEECH

Friday, 25 September 2015, 1:10 am

NSA CHIEF SAYS CLINTON EMAILS
WERE 'OPPORTUNITY' FOR FOREIGN
POWERS

Friday, 25 September 2015, 1:04 am

ADDRESSING CONGRESS, POPE URGES
U.S. TO END HOSTILITY TOWARD
IMMIGRANTS

Friday, 25 September 2015, 12:46 am

VOLKSWAGEN TURNS TO PORSCHE
BOSS TO STEER IT OUT OF CRISIS:
SOURCE

Friday, 25 September 2015, 12:28 am

ASIAN SHARES RISE, DOLLAR GAINS
AS YELLEN REVIVES RATE TALK

Why VW scandal could spell death of diesel

Carson calls for end to "PC culture"

http://www.dianomi.com/click.epl?pn=5583&offer=1439512&ad=4034&savid=10049&amp;smartreferer=http%3A%2F%2Fblogs.reuters.com%2Fgreat-debate%2F2015%2F06%2F11%2Fthe-number-times-black-people-were-brutalized-by-police-this-year-unknown%2F&campaign=7228&said=1818&adv=3155&unique_id=VgSmrsCoyKgAAEjOwrAAAAAG&psa=932922817&smartreferer=http%3A%2F%2Fblogs%2Ereuters%2Ecom%2Fgreat%2Ddebate%2F2012%2F11%2F05%2Fhow%2Ddisasters%2Dchange%2Delections%2F
http://www.dianomi.com/cms/register-interest/?utm_source=network&utm_medium=smartad_sponsor_link
http://www.dianomi.com/click.epl?pn=4594&offer=1095985&ad=2928&savid=6912&amp;smartreferer=http%3A%2F%2Fblogs.reuters.com%2Fgreat-debate%2F2015%2F06%2F11%2Fthe-number-times-black-people-were-brutalized-by-police-this-year-unknown%2F&campaign=7228&said=1818&adv=3155&unique_id=VgSmrsCoyKgAAEjOwrAAAAAG&psa=931402312&smartreferer=http%3A%2F%2Fblogs%2Ereuters%2Ecom%2Fgreat%2Ddebate%2F2012%2F11%2F05%2Fhow%2Ddisasters%2Dchange%2Delections%2F
http://www.dianomi.com/click.epl?pn=6236&offer=1663736&ad=4857&savid=12101&amp;smartreferer=http%3A%2F%2Fblogs.reuters.com%2Fgreat-debate%2F2015%2F06%2F11%2Fthe-number-times-black-people-were-brutalized-by-police-this-year-unknown%2F&campaign=7228&said=1818&adv=3155&unique_id=VgSmrsCoyKgAAEjOwrAAAAAG&psa=934255250&smartreferer=http%3A%2F%2Fblogs%2Ereuters%2Ecom%2Fgreat%2Ddebate%2F2012%2F11%2F05%2Fhow%2Ddisasters%2Dchange%2Delections%2F
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/09/25/us-pope-usa-congress-idUSKCN0RO1O320150925?feedType=RSS&feedName=topNews
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/09/25/us-markets-global-idUSKCN0RO02520150925?feedType=RSS&feedName=topNews
http://blogs.reuters.com/fulldisclosure/2010/09/27/toward-a-more-thoughtful-conversation-on-stories/
http://www.reuters.com/video/2015/09/22/carson-calls-for-end-to-pc-culture?videoId=365682610
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/09/25/us-usa-fed-yellen-idUSKCN0RO2GR20150925?feedType=RSS&feedName=topNews
http://www.dianomi.com/click.epl?pn=5314&offer=1334690&ad=3690&savid=9226&amp;smartreferer=http%3A%2F%2Fblogs.reuters.com%2Fgreat-debate%2F2015%2F06%2F11%2Fthe-number-times-black-people-were-brutalized-by-police-this-year-unknown%2F&campaign=7228&said=1818&adv=3155&unique_id=VgSmrsCoyKgAAEjOwrAAAAAG&psa=931976065&smartreferer=http%3A%2F%2Fblogs%2Ereuters%2Ecom%2Fgreat%2Ddebate%2F2012%2F11%2F05%2Fhow%2Ddisasters%2Dchange%2Delections%2F
http://www.dianomi.com/cms/register-interest/?utm_source=network&utm_medium=smartad_sponsor_link
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/09/25/us-usa-election-clinton-idUSKCN0RO2OW20150925?feedType=RSS&feedName=topNews
http://www.reuters.com/video/2015/09/24/why-vw-scandal-could-spell-death-of-dies?videoId=365712302
http://www.reuters.com/video/2015/09/22/carson-calls-for-end-to-pc-culture?videoId=365682610
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/09/25/us-usa-volkswagen-idUSKCN0RO13K20150925?feedType=RSS&feedName=topNews
http://www.dianomi.com/click.epl?pn=5206&offer=1302175&ad=3572&savid=8893&amp;smartreferer=http%3A%2F%2Fblogs.reuters.com%2Fgreat-debate%2F2015%2F06%2F11%2Fthe-number-times-black-people-were-brutalized-by-police-this-year-unknown%2F&campaign=7228&said=1818&adv=3155&unique_id=VgSmrsCoyKgAAEjOwrAAAAAG&psa=931402392&smartreferer=http%3A%2F%2Fblogs%2Ereuters%2Ecom%2Fgreat%2Ddebate%2F2012%2F11%2F05%2Fhow%2Ddisasters%2Dchange%2Delections%2F
http://www.reuters.com/video/2015/09/24/why-vw-scandal-could-spell-death-of-dies?videoId=365712302


9/24/2015 How disasters change elections

http://blogs.reuters.com/great-debate/2012/11/05/how-disasters-change-elections/ 4/4

  Back to top

Reuters.com Business Markets World Politics Technology Opinion Money Pictures Videos Site Index

More from Reuters Reuters News Agency Brand Attribution Guidelines Delivery Options

Support & Contact Support Corrections

Account Information Register Sign In

Connect with Reuters Twitter   Facebook   LinkedIn   RSS   Podcast   Newsletters   Mobile

About Privacy Policy Terms of Use Advertise With Us AdChoices Copyright

 

Our Flagship financial
information platform
incorporating Reuters
Insider

An ultra­low latency
infrastructure for
electronic trading and
data distribution

A connected approach
to governance, risk and
compliance

Our next generation
legal research platform

Our global tax
workstation

Thomsonreuters.com

About Thomson Reuters

Investor Relations

Careers

Contact Us

Thomson Reuters is the world's largest international multimedia news agency, providing investing news, world news, business news, technology news, headline news, small business news, news alerts, personal
finance, stock market, and mutual funds information available on Reuters.com, video, mobile, and interactive television platforms. Thomson Reuters journalists are subject to an Editorial Handbook which requires
fair presentation and disclosure of relevant interests.

NYSE and AMEX quotes delayed by at least 20 minutes. Nasdaq delayed by at least 15 minutes. For a complete list of exchanges and delays, please click here.

undefined

Find the best price at the Hilton St.
Louis Downtown at the Arch

http://www.twitter.com/reuters
http://www.reuters.com/news/world
http://www.reuters.com/tools/mobile
http://www.reuters.com/info/disclaimer
http://www.reuters.com/privacy-policy
http://www.reuters.com/news/politics
http://www.reuters.com/finance/personal-finance
http://www.thomsonreuters.com/
http://reuters.zendesk.com/
http://www.reuters.com/tools/mobile
http://handbook.reuters.com/
http://www.reuters.com/tools/rss
http://thomsonreuters.com/about/contact_us/
http://ir.thomsonreuters.com/
http://sales.reuters.com/
http://www.reuters.com/assets/siteindex
http://funds.us.reuters.com/US/overview.asp
http://www.linkedin.com/today/reuters.com
http://legalsolutions.thomsonreuters.com/law-products/westlaw-legal-research
http://accelus.thomsonreuters.com/?utm_campaign=accelus&utm_medium=fbanner&utm_source=rcomfooter
http://thomsonreuters.com/news-services/
http://www.reuters.com/tools/podcasts
http://thomsonreuters.com/copyright/
http://www.reuters.com/terms-of-use
http://www.thomsonreuters.com/
http://www.reuters.com/finance/stocks
http://www.reuters.com/finance/personal-finance
http://thomsonreuters.com/site/delivery-options/
http://www.reuters.com/
https://commerce.us.reuters.com/registration/pages/registration/begin.do?go=http%3A%2F%2Fblogs.reuters.com%2Fgreat-debate%2F2012%2F11%2F05%2Fhow-disasters-change-elections%2F
http://financial.thomsonreuters.com/en/products/infrastructure/trading-infrastructure/elektron-financial-applications.html?utm_campaign=elektron&utm_medium=fbanner&utm_source=rcomfooter
http://www.reuters.com/news/world
http://careers.thomsonreuters.com/
https://commerce.us.reuters.com/login/pages/login/portfolioLogin.do?go=http%3A%2F%2Fblogs.reuters.com%2Fgreat-debate%2F2012%2F11%2F05%2Fhow-disasters-change-elections%2F
http://www.reuters.com/finance
http://www.reuters.com/finance
http://www.reuters.com/news/technology
http://thomsonreuters.com/
http://www.reuters.com/finance/markets/us
http://financial.thomsonreuters.com/en/products/tools-applications/trading-investment-tools/eikon-trading-software.html?utm_campaign=e4&utm_medium=fbanner&utm_source=rcomfooter
http://www.reuters.com/news/video
http://reuters.zendesk.com/anonymous_requests/new
http://newslink.reuters.com/join/subscribe
http://thomsonreuters.com/about/
http://www.reuters.com/news/technology
http://www.reuters.com/#
http://onesource.thomsonreuters.com/
http://www.reuters.com/news/pictures
http://www.reuters.com/news/video
http://www.reuters.com/finance/smallBusiness
http://thomsonreuters.com/site/reuters-brand-attribution-guidelines/
http://www.facebook.com/Reuters
http://www.reuters.com/finance/markets
http://blogs.reuters.com/us/

